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Welcome to issue #9 of the
Hayashibara Megumi Internet Fan
Club Newsletter! A new year has
begun, and it’s time to take a look
back at 1996 and a look forward to
1997.

The Year in Review
1996 was a very good year for
seiyuu. They continue to gain
mainstream acceptance, and for the
seiyuu otaku, more specialized
books, magazines, and CD’s are
being published or released.

Especially popular now are essay
books by seiyuu in which the
seiyuu may write about any topic
that strikes their fancy.

Photo books not only show the
seiyuu in fashionable clothes at

beautiful locations, but are also
starting to show the influence of
CG, or computer graphics. Take a
look at Inoue Kikuko’s photo book,
La Sirene     for an example of this.

Also popular are photo collection
magazines, which contain photos
of various seiyuu. Often these
photos are also accompanied by
essays. “Voice Gallery” is an
example of this kind of magazine.

Still popular are the two
mainstream magazines, “Seiyuu
Grand Prix” and “Voice Animage”.
These magazines have the latest
news about the most popular
seiyuu, as well as photos from
seiyuu concert tours.

More and more seiyuu are
producing CD’s. Fortunately, some
seiyuu are very talented singers or
were singers before becoming
seiyuu (Orikasa Ai and Iwao Junko
being the best two examples).
Others became singers after
becoming popular as a seiyuu. We
are lucky that Miss Hayashibara is
one of those singers who have
become very good singers.

Seiyuu are also doing more and
more radio shows. Miss
Hayashibara continues with her
three radio shows (more on them
later). Some shows contain radio
dramas (some of which become
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anime), others talk about the most
recent computer games, and some
seem to simply be a means for the
seiyuu to get their voice more
widely spread.

CD-ROM’s are also available, but
their popularity seems to be
waning. The CD-ROM “Voice
Collection” has stalled at nine
releases, and unfortunately Miss
Hayashibara is not one of those
nine (the nine are: Hisakawa Aya,
Tomizawa Michie, Kouda Mariko,
Touma Yumi, Kusachi Fumie,
Orikasa Ai, Mizutani Yuuko,
Fukami Rika, and Tange Sakura). I
enjoyed these, although the quality
of the video and audio portions
were often wildly inconsistent. My
Mac’s startup sound is Hisakawa
Aya saying, “Welcome to
Macintosh!”, my beep is another
Aya noise (“Hyaa!”), and the
shutdown sound is a “Nani yo!” by
Tomizawa Michie.

Seiyuu events are still popular
attractions. Like rock groupies,
some seiyuu otaku follow their
favorite seiyuu as they travel cross-
country, or manage to attend five
separate events in a single day!

“The Good Old Days”
Even as I began watching anime
some 15 years ago, I began keeping
track of the various seiyuu who
performed the voices of characters
that I particularly liked or disliked.

With seiyuu becoming so popular,
there are a number of schools that
are churning out seiyuu by the
dozen, and anime companies are
hiring them because they are

cheaper than hiring veteran
seiyuu. Thus, the average age of
working seiyuu has dropped
severely, with some seiyuu barely
over 18 years old.

Thus, I wind up feeling like this is
a second, or perhaps third age for
seiyuu. The veteran seiyuu of past
years have either died (Yamada
Yasuo, the voice of Lupin III),
retired (Hirano Fumi, the voice of
Lum), or have virtually done so
(Tsuru Hiromi, the voice of
Ayukawa Madoka).

Fortunately, some veterans still
continue to work, providing a link
to the good old days. These would
include Kamiya Akira and Hidaka
Noriko, to name a few. It is
important to remember that the
current seiyuu situation is vastly
different from what it was even
only 10 years ago.

Hayashibara Megumi in 1996
At last, what you’ve been waiting
for. I tried to be as complete as I
could be, but I’m sure that I may
have missed some things that she’s
done in the last year.

Ms. Hayashibara performed in
various anime titles. These include
Saber Marionette J (in which she
also performed the opening and
ending theme), Evangelion,
Bakuretsu Hunter, Blue Seed 2, the
Slayers Special, and Soreyuke!
Uchu Senkan Yamato.

She continues her two radio shows,
Tokyo Boogie Night, and Megumi’s
Heartful Station. In addition, she
has a third show with Satake
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Masaaki, entitled Satake Masaaki’s
King Cram School F.

Finally, and perhaps most
importantly, her latest CD     Bertemu    
has sold over 200,000 copies.

Hayashibara Megumi’s Birthday
On March 30th, Ms. Hayashibara
turns 30! O-tanjoubi omedetou
gozaimasu!

The Web

You can get back issues of this
newsletter on the Web, both as
PostScript and normal HTML. The
URL for the fan club is (broken
across lines):

http://www.tcp.com/
~okamoto/hayashibara-megumi/

Information
To contact this newsletter, send
electronic mail to
okamoto@corp.hp.com.

Membership List
(since last newsletter)

# Name and City E-Mail Address
080 Casey Baseel, San Dimas, CA hekd99b@prodigy.com
081 Jack C. Arent, St. Johns, MI jcarent@im4u.net
082 Patrick Vera, Manila, PHILIPPINES kasuga@mnl.mnl.sequel.net
083 Tim Gin, Oakland, CA usagi@hooked.net
084 Frankie Chea, Orlando, FL frankie@cheat1.orl.mmc.com
085 Syafiq Fuller, Walnut Creek, CA art_fuller@msn.com
086 Nicholas Marrone, Canyon Country, CA nmarrone@smartlink.net
087 Michele Prince, Ft. Washington, MD aprince@erols.com
088 Josh Isaac, Chino Hills, CA joshis@aol.com
089 Pete Lane, Duluth, MN plane@d.umn.edu
090 James Little, Asheville, NC animeplace@pipeline.com
091 Dave Jones, Moore, OK djones@ionet.net
092 Mak Kum Shi, SINGAPORE verdandi@pacific.net.sg
093 Erwin Cruz, Duarte, CA egcruz@gte.com
094 Mario Lee Bansen III, Chesapeake, VA mbansen@norfolk.infi.net
095 MengTa Tang, Huntsville, AL tangm@uah.edu
096 Meredith Laver, Encinitas, CA meredith@laver.wanet.com
097 Shintaro Masafuji, Tokyo, JAPAN mshin@ruf.rice.edu
098 Jeff Keely, Hyattsville, MD jk2@pgstumail.pg.cc.md.us
099 Eric Hankinson, Brunswick, OH gohan@coil.com
100 Elizabeth Marquez, Napa, CA don@community.net
101 Keen Mark, London, Ontario, CANADA kmark@odyssey.on.ca
102 Garrett McGowan, Poulsbo, WA gmcgowan@kendaco.telebyte.com
103 Duncan Yu, Kowloon, HONG KONG khyu@csu.hku.hk
104 Johnny Wong, AUSTRALIA 9406363j@ntx.city.unisa.edu.au
105 Akash Jayaprakash, Providence, RI sky@brown.edu
106 Chris Yao, Santa Clara, CA ccyao@ucdavis.edu
107 Josh Watts, Hewitt, TX qwattj@grace.tstc.edu
108 Erik Schweitzer, Houghton, MI elschwei@mtu.edu
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109 Akira Chen, Bloomington, IN cakira@ix.netcom.com
110 Michael E. Moon, Raleigh, NC memoon@unity.ncsu.edu
111 Adrian Quan, Salem, OR aquan@willamette.edu
112 Laura Hendricks, Napa, CA pink@community.net
113 Timothy Yeh, Temple City, CA doc@k-net.net
114 Jersey Sayaovang, San Diego, CA jsayaova@sdcoe.k12.ca.us
115 Tam Mai, Camarillo, CA ba388@lafn.org
116 Kenneth Kerns, Midland, MI kskerns@juno.com
117 Krista Miller, Columbus, OH KarinAoi@prodigy.com
118 Lutgardo Ong, St. Quezon City, PHILIPPINES hants@pworld.net.ph
119 Brian Rogers, Everett, WA otaku@anime-otaku.com
120 Guermond Karim, Paris, FRANCE guest@cobra.cocoricocafe.fr
121 Howard Swails, Vacaville, CA geotoup@concentric.net
122 Bogdan Damian, Frederick, MD sorin@fred.net
123 J. Warren, Louisville, KY vampire7@ix.netcom.com
124 Gina Gallego, San Mateo, CA mariareg@sprynet.com
125 Brian Ko, Canoga Park, CA clammy@earthlink.net
126 James Wu, Ann Arbor, MI ikari_shinji@umich.edu
127 Eden Crane, Stockton, CA sumguy@juno.com
128 Daniel Damian, Frederick, MD sorin@bigdog.fred.net
129 Wayland Chang, Philadelphia, PA wcchang@eniac.seas.upenn.edu
130 John Conti, So. Salem, NY john@rcsworks.com
131 Benedict N. Corpuz, Stockton, CA redjac@aol.com
132 Dave Ackerman, Lincoln Park, MI darkheart@misi.net
133 Wai Seck Yip, Malden, MA lachesis@cs.bu.edu
134 Matthew Howard, Pasadena, CA mhoward@2-lanmedia.com
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